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armed with a pistol, was about to kill Clesinger
but was prevented by a servant and some friends
who had witnessed the storm. Chopin was then
in Paris and Solange hastened to win him over
to her side. In this she was successful, and for a
time Chopin ceased to write to her mother.
When at length he sent a letter she turned every
word of it against him, and laughed to scorn his
dignified, sermonising manner. Her answer was
the blow that made the final breach. Chopin
read it to Delacroix who could not but admit its
cruelty. That happened in July. A few weeks
later George Sand wrote, begging a friend to send
her news of Chopin's health. Only that. She
was not interested in what he was thinking or
feeling, and already she had regained her magnifi-
cent immunity from all regret. But Chopin was
still enslaved. Liszt has borne witness to the fruit-
less efforts of friends to keep the unhappy subject
out of his thoughts. Chopin believed that in
breaking this bond he had broken his life.